
Sign Language International Phonetic Alphabet (SLIPA) 
Created by David Peterson ​http://dedalvs.com/slipa.html​ Cheatsheet by Daniel Swanson 

Place diacritics: 
t​ touch, ​f​ face, ​r​ rub, ​b​ brush 
(th)​ thumb, ​(in)​ index, ​(md)​ middle, ​(rn)​ ring, ​(pn)​ pinky 
(sd)​ side of hand, ​(bk)​ back of hand, ​(pm)​ palm 
Left hand touching: ​(​th​)​, ​(​in​)​, ​(​md​)​, etc. 
 
Movement: 

Near-body plane: 

E A F 

D X B 

H C G 

 

Extended plane: 

M I N 

L Y J 

P K O 

 

 arc towards right hand or headPQR  
PQR​  arc towards left hand or feet 
DB - line, ​DXB​ - near line, just below X 
DB​ - arc, ​DCB​ - arc touching C 
 
Diacritics: ​w​ wiggle, ​f​ flashing, ​t​ tumble, 
h​ helicopter, ​b​ bounce, ​z​ zigzag, ​q​ quick, ​s​ slow, 
p​ pausing, ​i​ inebriated, ​j​ jerky, 
a​ augmented, ​d​ diminished 
(apply to preceding diacritic, if applicable) 

Handshape diacritics: 
[C#S] = start with C and transition to S 
Wrist: ​u​ unbent, ​b​ bent, ​v​ very bent, ​h​ bent backwards 
Palm/fingers turned: ​(a)​ away from body, ​(t)​ towards body, ​(s)​ sideways (thumb towards body) 

 Fingers spread Fingers bent Fingers tensed Hand closed 

less ( < \ { 

more ) > / } 
Other: 
Syllable: place[handshape]movement, 2 hands: (right)+(left) 
Left hand: > mirror, < inverse mirror, H horizontally, V vertically, O outwardly 
:|| do twice, :||| do three times 
Eyebrows RL(word): ^ raised, ˇ lowered 
Lips: L​(d)​ drawn, L​(e)​ lower out, L​(f)​ frown, L​(h)​ lower hidden, L​(l)​ loose, L​(p)​ puckered, L​(r)​ round, L​(s) 
smiling, L​(t)​ showing teeth 
Tongue: T​(l)​ licking, T​(o)​ out, T​(p)​ panting, T​(sd)​ T​(​sd​)​ in corner of mouth 
Eyelids: EL​(b)​ blinking, EL​(c)​ closed, EL​(f)​ focussed, EL​(h)​ half open, EL​(o)​ wide, EL​(wk)​ EL​(​wk​) 
winking 
Eyes: E​(a)​ ahead, E​(d)​ down, E​(r)​ rolling, E​(sd)​ E​(​sd​)​ to the side, E​(u)​ up, E​(z)​ staring at z 
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Head: H​(b)​ back, H​(c)​ moving in circle, H​(f)​ forward, H​(n)​ nodding, H​(s)​ shaking, H​(tl)​ H​(​tl​)​ tilting to side 
Handshape: 
Sorting code: 

Fingers: s - straight, c - curled to palm, e - curled to above palm, o - curled outward, 
9 - staight with knuckles at 90° 

Spread: v - fingers spread 
Touces: - tips touch, / cross over 

order: thumb(1)-index(2)-middle(3)-ring(4)-pinky(5) touches spread 
Tables are sorted by thumb position. 
 

9cccc 9cccs v 9sccc 9sccs 9scss 1-3 9sscc 9sscc v 9sssc 9sssc v 9ssss 9ssss v 

Ŧ Y L Ÿ 8 Ü 3 Ẅ Þ ß 5 
 

c9 c9999 v c999c v c99cc c99cc v c9ccc  

 Ŝ Š Û Ś X  

cc cc9cc ccccc 1/2345 ccccc 2/1 1/3 ccccc 2345/1 ccccs ccccs 234/1 

 Π S T Ë I Ï 

cc cccss 1/23 cccss 23/1 cccss 4/5 ccscc ccsss 2/1  

 Đ Ḋ Ŕ P Ḟ  

ce, co ceeee ceeec Coccc 2/1 1/3 coocc 23/1 1/4 coooc 
234/1 1/5 

coooo 
2345/1 

 E Ê Ñ N M Ḿ 

cs csccc csccs csscc csscc 3/2 csscc v csscs 1-4 

 G Ŷ U R V 7 

cs csssc csssc 1-5 csssc v cssss v   

 Ŵ 6 W 4   
 

ooccc ooocc ooooc ooooo ooooo 1-2 ooooo v oosss 1-2 osooo 1-3 

Ć Č Ĉ C O Ó F D 

 

scccc ssscc 1-3 v sssss 

A K B 

 

 


